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conceivable way. The Coronation Oath, or un-
denominational religion, as in the Irish national
schools of those days, seemed not less, perhaps
more, a contradiction to religious equality than
a mere endowment given to one of many sects.
I was apt to think that the advocates of re-
ligious equality had not touched the bottom of a
deep question. The State could neither act in re-
ligion, nor refrain from acting, without conflicting
with a Conformist or a Nonconformist conscience.
The dilemma seemed inextricable. I remember
how in our College Debating Society the noncon-
formist members objected to opening its meetings
with prayer, as inconsistent with the duty of
religious neutrality in a national university.

Thus assailed by Nonconformists, the Scottish
Establishment, led by Chalmers, sought to popular-
ise itself; and this, in evidence of its ecclesiastical
autonomy, through its own independent agency,
and without concert with the Legislature. In
the generation which passed the Eeform Bill
appointment of ministers to parishes by un-
conditional patronage was to many a distasteful
anachronism. It seemed also inconsistent with
the ecclesiastical duty of guarding the faithful
against the "intrusion" of ministers into particularlity seemed to forbid national ac-
